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Nuvu MB. CI. 


The Prompter. 





Quid immerentes hofpites vexas Canis 


Ignavus adverfum Lupos? 


Duin WUC, inanes, ff potes, vertis Minas, 


Et ME REMORSURUM petis? 


Cave, cave; namgue in MALOS, ASPERRIMUS 
PARATA, Tollo, CORNUA. 


Hor. Ob. 





TUESDAY, 


OcTOBER 28. 


1734. 





HE very great Talent tage which 
the LirTLe Fry at the Pega/us, 
mS have difcover'd, by their moft 
judicious and Be Poe: Notes 

on a Prayer, which had efcaped 
Critical Obfervation in any other 
Readers, and only excited Admi- 
raS™ ration, has left {uch an Impreflion 

on my Mind, of the Reputation that will accrue to 
them from it, that tho’ ir is my conftant Employment 
to keep free from Exvy, or a Defire of coveting 





what ye ro another, J have not been able to with- . 


ftand the Temptation, of becoming an humble Imi- 
tator of their incomparable Method, and acquiring 
fome Degree of Reputation, by convincing the World, 
that tho’ they have ufurped the Province of Criticifm, 
and pretend to govern it by Laws of their own, others 
may have as good a Right to a Share of the Admini- 
ftration, by being as well qualified, as themfelves, for 
Government. 

I wave chofe (a moft valuable Piece of Antiquity) 
a Prayer compofed by an antient Philofopher, called 
Cleanthes; in my Obfervations upon which, I hope 
to fhew as true a Genius for Critical Comments, as 
the Writer whom I have in my Eye. 


The Prayer of CLEANTHES. 


AIL Fove ! Greateft of Immortal Beings ! 

Greatly Renowned! Ever Omnipotent! Leader 
and Original of Nature! Ruling all Things by deter- 
minate Law! To invoke thee is the juft Part and 
Duty of all Mortals! We, and all Things animate, 
who crawl on Earth, being thy Progexy, fharing the 
Refemblance only of thy REFLECTED [MaGE. Thee 
will I celebrate, and thy Might always fing! The in- 
volving Wor/d around this Earth obeys Thee. ‘Thou 
art its {ure Guide, and willingly to thy Guidance it 
fubmits. Thou haft fuch an adminiftring Power in 
thy unconquer’d Hands, the DOUBLE-FLAMING and 
eternal Thunder, that all Nature trembles at its Shock ! 
By this, Thou giveft Energy to that COMMON REA- 
SON, which moves, mix’d, thro’ theWhole of Things. 
SucH Is THE HIGH, AND UNIVERSAL KiNG! 
Nor is aught, O God! on Earth, in Sea, or in the 
divine Aitherial Space, done without Thee, di/tind 
and feparate, but the ILL PRAcTIcE of vicIoUs 
Men, led by their own Diftraétions. Things Disor- 
DERLY, Thou doft form to ORDER; and Things 
hateful, averfe, and contrary,’ ere, to THEE, amiable 
and friendly ; having compofed Things both good and 
ill, fo into oxe; as to frame ONE ETERNAL REA- 
SON OF THE WHOLE, which depraved Mortals fly 
and are averfe to. Unhappy in their conftant Defires 
after the Pofleflion of Good, never reflecting or at- 
tending to the univerfal Law of God, when yielding 
with Mind and Will, they might enjoy an excellent 
Life ; but regardje(3 of what is comely and of Worth, 


they eagerly purfue vaRtovs ENps: Some for Glory 
violently contending ; others waving all Order, apply 
to Artifice and Gaiz ; fome to Remiffue/i, and bodily 
Pleafures. But Thou, O BounTiFUL, and ALL- 
GIVING JovE! who darkneft? the Clouds, and ruleft 
the THUNDER ! defend Man from HATEFUL IGNo- 
RANCE. DoThou, O Father, diffipate it from before 
the Mind; and give us to /hare THAT INTELLIGENCE, 
by which, with Juftice, Thou governeft all ‘Things ; 
that being hoxour'd, we may make due Returns of 
Honour, Ever celebrating thy Works, as becomes 
mortal Man. Since to Man, or Gopns, no 
GREATER HAPPINEss BFLONGS, THAN EVER 
JUSTLY TO CELEBRATE THY UNIVERSAL Law. 


OBSERVATIONS, Critical, Explanatory, 


Philofophical, Religious, and Learned, on the Prayer 
of CLEANTHES. 


By BAVIUS, S«. 
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Y Readers will perhaps not be difpleafed, to 

know who this Cleanthes was. The beft Ac- 
count of him may be found in Diogenes Luertius 
who wrote his Life. The curious Reader is there 
fore referred to that Author ‘for Particulars. A ge- 
neral Knowledge of him will fuffice for the under- 
{tanding the Prayer. 
“* He was the Son of one PHANIUS, and when he 
came to Athens, fo miferably poor, that he was 
“ forced to draw Water im the Gardens for a Sufte- 
“nance: Afterwards be was a Hearer of ZENo 
“* the Founder of the Stoick-Se&, and bad been for- 
“ merly a Boxer. This premifed, as neceflary, pro- 
“ ceed we to the Prayer itfelf. Bav. 
“ Hail Jove ! Greateft of Immortal Beings! Great- 
ly Renowned ! 
“* | THINK this might better and more concifely be 
exprefled by two Words. O Gop! which con- 
rains the full Senfe of the Words. —= Defcriptive 
“* Beauty being.no Part of a Prayer !—It would like- 
“ wife be more confonant to the Terms ufed in boly 
“ Writ. This Emendation would alfo fave the Re- 
“ petition of the Adverb Greatly, which comes ‘in 
“ very flatly after Greateft. | 
“ Mr. Dactyt has offered a very ingenious 
Conjecture as to this latter, which faves indeed the 
Repetition: Inftead of Greate/? he would fubftiture 
Firft, being equally applicable to Hove, or Deity, 
who is First, as well as GREATEST of Immortal 
Beings. The Sentence would run with more Ele- 
gance; but, as 1 faid before, 1 think the Whole 
needlefs, and better fupply’d by the Words O 


Gop. Bav. 

. Ever Omnipotent ! 
7 Sd 

= The WordEver is quite expletive ; for the Deity 


cannot be fuppos’d at ove Time to be OMNIPOTENT, 
“and at emother NoT. Bay. : 
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¢ Leader and Original of Nature. 

< % rE Pagan Philofophers were fo very perplex'd, 
“ in their Notions both of God = Nature, which 
“ they very often confounded together, that it is nor 
to * td ae at, if this Paffage fhould be abjtrufe 
“ ond unintelligible. As it has no immediate Con- 
“ nexion with what goes before, or comes after, it 
“ isthe joint Sentiment of Mavius, Dr. Conun- 
“ pruM, Meffieurs DacryL, SPONDEE, and My- 
“ sexy, that it fhould be quite left out. By this 
“ Amputation the Word Ruling, which follows, 
“ would connect beautifully with the firft Part of 
“ the Prayer, as I have reformed it, which will run 
“ thus, O God! Omnipotent, Ruling all Things, oe. 
“ But of this in the next Nore. Bav. 

“ RuLinG all things by DETERMINATE Law. 

“ Tus is IMpIous, as if God was determined by 
< any Law. I therefore would tranfpofe the Words, 
and read (with a {mall Variation I confefs) Deer- 
“ mining all things by ruling Law, quali dicturus fic, 
“ Law that rules; for, (by a Figure call’d Vice- 
“ Versa) what we are ruled by, rules us. She 
“ Thought would not indeed glow with beautiful 
“ Meaning — but it would neither be profaze, nor 
“4 uni and is quite conformable to the Expreilions 

ufed by feveral Philofophers about Laws, which 
“ in the Stile of fome, are faid to defcend from 
“Heaven. Nay, Plato, in his Dialogue entituled 
“ Crito, makes the Laws {peak to SOCRATES in a 
“ Body, and Socrates anfwer them, asif they were 
“ Persons. Cleanthes therefore is fully juitify’d, 
“ by fuch Authorities, in giving Law the Epithet of 
“ Ruling ; the Word Determining, heading the Sen- 
“ tence, connects as well as Rw/ing, and can there- 
“ fore be no Objection to this {mall ‘Tran{pofition. 
“< Bav. 

“ To invoke thee, is the juft Part and Duty of all 
Mortals. 

“ THe Word invoke, is not full enough. I fhould 
chufe to fubftitute, fupplicate, which contains in 

“ its Idea, not only Invocation, but Requefting, and 
“ is therefore more ORTHODOx ; for to ask for fome- 
“- thing, is better than to pray for nothing. Bav. 

“© We and all things animate who CRAWL on 
“ Earth, being thy Progeny. 

“ WE can hardly flatter ourfelves, Cleanthes, bya 
“ fort of a prophetick Fore-knowledge of the prefent 
“ Race of Grubs, meant US a Compliment. Yet the 
“. Seritence, WHO CRAWL ON EarTH, is quite appli- 
“ cable and perfonal to us, FOR WE NEVER RISE 
“ FROM THE GROUND. W and all things animate, 
“' defcribing living Creatures without that particular 
“ Circumftance relative only to, and characteriftical 
“ of us. Bav. 

“ SHARING the Refemblance only of thy reflected 
“ Image. 

-% Hereat the fame time, that we muft lament the 
“ Ignorance of the poor Reafon-guided Pagans, we 
“ can’t help admiring how NEAR the TRUTH they 
“ STUMBLED. 

. © Mr. Spondee, who: is not fo great an Enemy to 
“ them as I could with, abfolutely infiits, that the 
“ Word reflected fhould be quite left our. He lays 
“¢ g particular Strefs on the Beauty, which the Word 
“.onLY would. receive from fuch a Caftration. I+ 
“ «ould, fays he, eo as high as the Words of the 
“ Hiftorian of the Creation, which confines the Ho- 
“ your of fuch a Refemblance to the human Race. But 
“ in this Cafe, /ub intelligendum eft, We,— id eft, 
“< We only fharing, &c. Bav. 

“ THEE wiil I celebrate, and thy Might always 
“ fing. 

“Tis is a particular kind of Tautology, which 
“ confifts in faying, Oxe will do the very thing, One 
“¢ js doing. I am therefore for expunging the whole 
“© Sentence ; which, likecold Water, throws a Damp 
<< on what follows. Bav. 

“ THe involving World around this Earth obeys 
“ shee. 
© Dr. Conundrum reads Worlds, id eft, Stars: for 
< what other World involves this Earth ? Without 
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¢ this ingenious Emendation, it wou’d be ftark Non- 
“ fenfe. Obeys, muft be, Obey. Bav. 

© Trou art its fure Guide, and willingly to thy 
“% Guidance it fubmits. 

»% Ty is dithcult to determine whether the Word 
“© 7s refers tothe Earth, or the World around it — 
“ According to the precedent Emendation, we muft 
“ throw the whole in the plural Number, or elfe 
« confine irs Relation to the Earth. The Reader jg 
“ ar Liberty to chute. _Utru22 horum accipe. 

“Tue Word «willingly, is a little blafphemous, 
“ infinuating, as if the Earth, or World, mizht, oy 
“ might not obey; for F ‘olition, unlefs free, is not 
“© Volition. 1 am therefore tor leaving it quite out. 
¢°¢ will then run thus — Thou art its fure Guide, and 
“ 49 thy Guidance it fubmits. Vhat is, Thou guideft 
“it, andit is ewided by thee. Probatumeft. Bay. 

“THou haft fuch anvadminifiring Power in thy 
“ ynconguer’d Hands, the double-flaming and eternal 
“ Thunder, that all Nature trebles at its Shock. 

“ [+ was cuttomary among the Ancients to look 
“ upon Tiazder, as one of the terrible Ivfiguia of 


* Fove. 
Horat. Ode 34. Lib. 1. 

cc Namque Diefpiter 
“ Igni corufco, uubila dividens 

“ Plerumque per purum, TONAN'TES 

“ Ezit Equos, volucremque Currum., 
Again Ode §. Lib.’ 3. 

© Calo TONANTEM credidimus Fovem 
“ Reguare. 
“ Bur the whole Sentence being merely defcrip. 
tive, as | obferv'd betore, is no Part of Prayer, 
and may for that Reafon be very properly EJECTED. : 
“* But what follows will thew the abfolute Neceflity 
“ of Ejedting it. Bay. 

* THIs, thou giveft Energy to that COMMON ° 
“ REASON, which moves, mix'd, thro’ the Whole of » 
© Things. 
By rxis! By What? Txunper! Does THun- 
DER give Exergy to that COMMON REASON, ge. » 
Plane abfurdum eff. Suike out by this, and you 
have a new Sentence beginning properly with the 
** Nominative THov. 
“ [vr is from this impious and aTHEISTICAL 
Part of Cleanthes’s Prayer, that modern Mate- 
rialifts deduce their horrid Notions about Matter 
and Intelligence-—'The ANiMA' MuNp1, which 
trikes at the very Exiftence of a Divinity. —° 
Cleauthes pays the Divinity a Compliment of 
Power --- Thou giveft Energy,’ &c. But what is 
that? Dele therefore, acutiffimo Calamo, ENERGY 
To, and read, with all true Acknowledgers. of the 
Divinity, Thou giveft that common Reafon which, 
“&c. Bav. : 
“ Such is the high amd univerfal King ! 
“ WHo does not know that? Juft as if after 
having given a Defcription of a thing, I thould 
fay, SUCH IS ‘THAT THING. Dele iterum, atque 
iterum. Bav. 

[To be continued. | 
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P. S. The Letter left ‘with Mr. Cooper is come’ 
to hand. The Subject recommended in it, is Part 
of the Prompter’s Office.—He fears no I/l Treatment, 
he may meet with, for his Love of Truth; and is 
of fo UNTouUcHY a Nature, that if any thing is 
A faid againft him, he is the firft to be plea/ed 
with it. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


Hereas the Author of the Daily Gazetteer, has 
pudhith’d a Verfification of the Prayer of an 
ancient Philofopher, call’d Cleamthes, contrary to 
the Right and Title which the learned Bavins has, 
to verfify all Philofophers Prayers whatfoever: 
This is to acquaint the Publick, that the faid Bavius 
is determined to profecute the aforefaid Publither 


according to the extremeft Rigour of the Laws, now 


inforce, to fecurethe Property of the Subject. 





Printed. for. T. CooPER, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 
fe Be taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 
a: —L Price Twe-Pence. ] . 
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